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From Blog To Scroller

A Special Report And Video
By
Ian Traynor

The content of this report is © 2005 Ian Traynor, Traynor Kitching & Associates. You are authorised
to distribute this report provided that (1) You make no charge for it (2) Its contents remain
unchanged (3) Its distribution does not involve the use of “spam”, as defined by legislation in the UK
and the USA. You are not entitled to copy any part of this report for use in any other publications,
without express permission from the Author

The views held within this document are strictly the personal views and experiences of the author,
and in no way do we guarantee the outcome of the reader’s business activities. While the
information contained within is as accurate and specific as possible, neither Traynor Kitching &
Associates nor Ian Traynor cannot control or be held responsible for the way this information is used
or implemented.
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Introduction

I wrote this Report and Video after adding the “Scroller Control”
software to my “"Webmasters Cheat Kit” range of products.

Scroller Control gives a new dimension to the “"news tickers” that
appear on websites everywhere. These little devices scroll text
across or down boxes on the web page. But that’s all these simple
scrollers can display - text!

Scroller Control allows webmasters with no programming skills to
build any humber of news scrollers which can incorporate images,
HTML and much more. The "much more” part is the reason for this
report.

Because I have found a way of displaying news feeds in Scroller
Control.

And, since most blogging systems enable you to produce a news feed for
the blog, it means that you can now have a “"Blog Scroller” on your
website, which is updated automatically every time you add an entry to
your blog.

The method is simple, quick and, like this report, it's free for all Scroller
Control owners! And it works with both "RSS” and “Atom” feeds. The
latter is important because Blogger.com, the one of the biggest blogging
services, only produces feeds in "Atom” format.

There are five steps in the process (four if your blogging system already
produces feeds in RSS format).

Step 1: Get the web address ("URL") of your blog’s news feed.

Step 2: If the feed is in Atom format (such as that produced by the
Blogger.com system), convert it into RSS format.

Step 3: Turn your RSS feed into Javascript, so that it can be
displayed on a web page.

Step 4: Feed the Javascript code into the Scroller Control
software, to rapidly produce a news scroller which scrolls your blog.

Step 5: Copy the code produced by Scroller Control into your web
page(s) and upload the page(s) to your web server.

I hope you find the following method as straight-forward as I did. It might
be useful if you print out this short report, so that you don’t have to keep
on switching windows as you carry out the instructions.

Everything in this Report is shown in the accompanying video. You will see
me going through all 5 Steps and producing a “Blog Scroller” in 10
minutes.

Watch The Video Online Here
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Note: This Report is being widely distributed, and people of many varying levels of
computer skills will be reading it. I have no idea, dear Reader, what your skill levels
are!

Most of the instructions in this Report involve simple on-screen highlighting, copying
from the Windows clipboard, and pasting the copied item somewhere else.

Just to make sure that everyone can use this Report, here are the ways to carry out
the “Highlight”, "Copy” and “Paste” commands (Windows instructions - sorry, Mac
users!)

Action Using the Keyboard Using the Mouse

Highlight All Click into box or window. | Click in front of where you want

(in box or TR to start copying, click the left

window) ey el derin |(Em)] nd mouse button and drag the
press A" cursor to the last item in the box

or window

Copy Hold down -l_-CTRL then Click the right mouse button,

highlighted . then select ‘Copy’ from the

objects press ("C" ‘Right Click Menu'".

Paste from Click into where you want | Click into where you want to

clipboard to paste. Then hold down EaSte- C”th thel rigl‘lthOUSfe
[— - utton, then select ‘Paste’ from
and press V) the 'Right Click Menu’.
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Step 1 - Produce A News Feed From Your Blog

As I said, most blogging systems enable you to produce a news feed from
your blog. If you’re with Blogger.com:

e Go into “Settings”
e Select “Site Feed” from the tabbed menu.

e On the "Site Feed” settings page, make sure that “Publish Site
Feed” is set to “Yes”.

e I'd also advise you to set “"Descriptions” to “Full”. You can
abbreviate the displayed feed in another way, as I'll explain later.

e Your Site Feed URL will be displayed. Copy this to your clipboard;
you can do this by hovering the mouse cursor over the hyperlink,
right-clicking and selecting “"Copy Shortcut” from the right-click
menu (these instructions are for PCs using Internet Explorer
browser).

I haven’t got experience with blogging systems other than Blogger.com,
so if you blog using another system, you’ll have to figure out how to get
the URL of your blog site feed.

The Feed URL for my Marketing Sparks blog is:

http://marketing-sparks.blogspot.com/atom.xml
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Step 2 - Converting An Atom Feed Into An RSS Feed

If your blog feed is already an RSS feed, you can skip this step and move
on to Step 3.

As I said earlier, Blogger.com produces its news feeds in the Atom format.
So you now need to convert your Atom feed into an RSS feed. Follow
these steps:

Go to this website:

http://www.2rss.com/software.php?page=atom2rss

This is a free service which converts your Atom feed into an RSS feed,
which we’ll need for Step 3. The actual RSS feed will be generated by the
2rss.com server, so we need to get a link to that feed. Here’s what you
will see:

Direclory oy PS5 2R55 Reader N Articlos Conta

Atom 2HES (hvtom -Ao-Hss)

Sorwd e e s s o fer Aluen Tewdy insleald ol BEZ Yoslnoliogable Bovowroco e Aol Decause ous sile __ozde on R2E g
|z mecmow, rsaders, s tcaz’ you can add 1= ony FAS rasources,

Curewr i g Slorn AN Teed e REE Jued is 2 ewescivice v = doullzis. o Dree, Yoo evwn dun’ o hids = Woorogislor, ally_o [ave L
link. togociizres phe page and pass «or Stom USL in s parsmezz o, He e iz an ass - cleg

Dlprid oy Zoe e, oy ALoniCres  pliped b =Hibpg s docsees 260 i bilun? o burn, 2l

Geousz Wiis Turn

Alum URL Fn.arkm"g-=|-|.ar-=~=.|-|n;:v5---.mﬂ.'=.|-nm_~:m||| 3o wnlinw || Ll Link I

In the box marked “"Atom URL"” paste the Atom Feed URL that you've just
copied (it should still be in your clipboard). If you're interested, you can
see the raw XML of your new RSS feed looks like by clicking on the

| See Online| button, but this isn’t strictly necessary.

What you need to do is get the link to your RSS feed, so click on the

button | Get link .

A box opens up at the top of your browser window with the URL to your
RSS feed. In my case, the URL is

http://www.2rss.com/atom2rss.php?atom=http%3A//marketing-sparks.blogspot.com/atom.xml

The URL should already be highlighted, so copy it to your clipboard. That
completes Step 3.
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Step 3 - Converting The RSS Feed To Javascript

In this step, we're going to use another free online service, which will take
our RSS feed and convert it into Javascript.

Don’t worry — you don’t need to know the first thing about Javascript!
Copying and pasting is as techie as it gets!

Go to this web page:

http://incsub.org/feed2js/index.php?s=build

Here’s what you will see:

—

First, be sure to preview the feed to wenfy the content and format. Once the content is displayed how you like, pust
use the generate javascript button to get your code. Could it be an easier? The last step is explonng your options for
sl ylizging your displayed Diooed,

Please be respectfid of feed publishing sites- each operation hits our server as well as the host of your RSS feed. also
to respect external sites, all feeds are cached now for 2 howrs

URL Ernter the web address af the RSS Feed

Hotm: Pleass venfy the URL of your Fead [make surs it precentz rew B3E) and check that i is valid bafore uring this form

Show channel? {yes/nostitle) Display information about the publisher of the feed {yes=show the title and descrption;
tithe= display title ondy, no=do not display anything)
& ves © title T no

F““"EE'I_EUW““ to display. Enter tha number of items to be displayed (enter O to show all available)
0

Show/Hide item descriptions? How much? (D=no descrptions; 1=show full descripton text; nx1 = display first n
characters of description; n=-1 do not link tem title, just display iterm contents)

prarasters o

Usa HTML in item display? ("yes" = use HTML from feed and the fll item descrptions will be used, sgnoring any
character limit set above; "no” = output is text-only formatted by CSS; "paragraphs® = no HTML but convert all
RETURNAnefaeds 1o <br> to praserve paragraph bréaks)

 yes & no O preserve paragraphs only

Show item pasting date? (yes/nad Display the date the item was added ta the feed.
& yez T no

Target links in thin news window? (n="no, links open thi Shme page®, v="yves, opén ks m & reis wirsdow®, "saox® =
apen links B a frame namsad ‘used, ‘popup’ = use a JavasScript Tunction popupfesd(] D Open M New window )
|r'|

Here’s how to complete the above form:

1. Click into the “URL Enter the web address of the RSS Feed” and paste
your RSS Feed URL into the box. If you’ve just completed Step 3, it
should still be in your clipboard.

2. If you've used the “"Atom to RSS” service in Step 3, it should not be
necessary to click on the ‘check that it is valid’ link. But otherwise,
use this RSS validation service (opens in a hew browser window)

3. Select your option from “Show Channel?”. The descriptions on the
web page are quite clear.

4. Choose the “"Number of items to display”. If you leave it as the default
of “0”, your Javascript feed will display everything on the main
index page of your blog. It won't show the archived items. I chose
“5” for my Javascript feed
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5. “Show/Hide item descriptions? How much?” — This is misleading. This
is giving you the option, amongst other things, to select how many
characters of each blog item (not “description”) to display. I chose
“100”, and this gives just enough of each item for viewers to make
sense of it.

6. “"Use HTML in item display?” — I recommend leaving this set to the
default of “no”, but please feel free to experiment!

7. “Show item posting date?” - your choice. I chose “yes”.

8. "Target links in the new window?” — I recommend “yes”. That way,
when someone clicks on a link in your “blog scroller”, a new
browser window opens, and the page with your scroller remains
open.

There are a two more items “for advanced users”. Unless you fall into this
category, I suggest that you ignore them, as I did!

You can click on the | Preview the Feed | button to see what the contents of
your Javascript feed looks like. Here's the results from the values that I
entered:

 Marketing Sparks :
 It's all about marketing! Newsletters, thoughts, product reviews .. and some
. practical help.

& Some B

At last - I've found a way that 1 can put this blog as a scrolling "news ticker" type of box :
on my ...

I experienced an excellent example of good service recently. | decided to invest in
some software c...

-1 had some of my websites "marked out of 10" this morning. 1 was quite pleased. They
all get more t...
« A Sad Day For Internat Mark
:‘resterduy I learnt of the tragic death, at the age of 34, of Corey Rudl, one of the world's
leading... -
= Finding High-Ranking Lin}

Pay attention! You'll need to concentrate on the nesxt few lines.. Everyone knows that a |
website's... :

Note: the actual fonts and colours won’t necessarily be the same in your
blog scroller. What you are checking here is the content that will appear in
your scroller.

If you're happy with the results, scroll down the page and click on the
| Generate Javascript | button.
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You’ll then see a page with a box that looks something like this:

. 3l pasle javdsuripl

<ant-nt langnage="TTaraSnript™ _:J
Arn="httn: S wras i = ool Trer R s S fredR s . phn A= pkE R DRRFR
FERTT. Ivas . enmiE i Takrndvas . phnERFastrmd FThetp2 2R3 Az 2 TR A Fnarketd nig—
gparks blogspoz combFatom.arlicksr=vinum=5odesc=100cdat2=yLtarg="
type=Ttext/JavrascripcMafooripts

“noscr_phi- pa—
<a href="http://wrw.inceub.org/feeci“a/feedijs  paslerz=hebp%3A%2FY
ZFuwn, irgs . comrdFabonirss. phps3Fstcni cThttpi 2 B3 A 2 T 2 Fmar ket ing—

gparks blogspoz.comt _".'_I

Do you fancy typing all that in? No?

Then click into the box, and highlight everything and copy it to your
clipboard. Since you might not be using the code immediately, I suggest
that you save it. Open up a text editor, such as Windows Notepad, and
paste the code in a new page. Then save the file somewhere where you
can find it again.

At this point, you now have some Javascript code that you could insert in
a web page. But is will probably look rather basic — and could take up
quite a bit of space on the page. Our final step is to take this Javascript
and to use the power of the Scroller Control software to create a
professional-looking news scroller which scrolls your blog in a box, whose
size, colour etc are decided by you, so that it matches your page.

What’s more, you can syndicate this scroller to other webmasters.. yet
another way to get more traffic and eyeballs to your blog.

Let's get moving. On to the final step..!

One quick point:

The “incsub.org” website, which stores your feed holds it in memory for
an hour or two. That’s how long it will take any new blog entry that you
make to show up on your Javascript newsfeed.
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Step 4 - Producing Your Blog Scroller With Scroller
Control

Scroller Control, the software which produces professional-looking news
scrollers, is installed on your web server. This means that you can create
and edit any of your news scrollers through a web browser, wherever you
can get access to the internet.

There are two stages in creating a Scroller Control scroller:

1. Design the look-and-feel of the scroller box. This is straight-forward
and is done by specifying parameters such as the size of the box,
the text in the header of the box, font and border sizes & colours
and so on.

2. Fill in what you want to appear in the scroller

I'm not going to spend time here on designing the box. This is well
covered in the instruction manual, and in another video I've created.

So we're going to log into Scroller Control and edit a box I made earlier:

Thir iz vour

ScrollerControl

adminitiativa -
siea Click iha livks ' e
below fo manage e -
Wl Nawes Fesham.
| Zreste & News Box !
_ Arkmin. Daka Moo v cra R B b =
Change Dedails & | igw Dalete Existi WS v |
W St View/Dalete EXIStng News BOxes
= Damo I 1

e s Create A New News Box

Wies Seflings

MNaws Bo
i, E 5, D bl
Add Meves Boses

Header text

i MARKETING SPARKS BLOG ' +
Wiew Big coda of r 1
i il Mews text
= Preview of the empty
- Help _ scroller box
Click huzre for help
wiing this syrlam
- Suppart g — Where the Javasaipt
Click here it wou =
L feed will be pasted
aAwanes
il

- | e

You simply paste into the "News text” box the Javascript copied from
Step 3, scroll down the page and click on the | Edit News Box | button.

Finally, select the “"News Boxes Links” from the left-hand menu, find the
scroller just blog created, highlight everything in that box, and copy the
contents of that box to your clipboard (see next page).
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This i= yowt
administrative
araa, Clidh e linka
babowmto manage
FOUT NG Syt

e News Box Syndication Codes.

- Demo 3-INFO SCROLLER 3 (Site Example )

Contral -
,\,.,,,,,u,‘,',' Cap—— <ICEipt sro="http://vww, topgearmarketing. comfacrollercontrol/nk js.php?nh_id=3"

Wi Settings language="JavaScript"»></acripe>

News Box Copy the contents

Add Neve Boxes

- NewgBoves ||

Links |
Viaws the oxda of || | MARKETING SPARKS BLOG

fsvex haxeE

<acript sco="http://vwuw.topgearmarketing.com/acrollerconteol/nk ja.php?nb id=4"
- Help language="Javadeript"></seripr>

i lbdke hogre for help
uging B apabam

- Supoort

You are now ready to insert that one line of Javascript into your web
page(s), wherever you want your Blog Scroller to appear.

Syndicating Your Blog Scroller

You are now able to allow other webmasters to display your blog scroller
on their websites.

They get fresh, updated content for their website visitors, and you get
increased exposure for your blog.

Simply give them this one line of Javascript with instructions on how to
insert the code in their pages. Tell them the width and height of your
blog scroller, so that they know how much space to allow.

Time to move on to the final step...
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Step 4 - Pasting The Scroller Control Code Into Your
Web Page

This is another easy step! Open up your web authoring software, and
open the page where you want to insert your blog scroller.

Now decide where you want your scroller to appear. If you're using a
graphical ("WYSIWYG") web page editor, such as Dreamweaver,
FrontPage or 123 WYSIWYG (this latter is a great editor!), it's as well to
mark the place with a few characters, and highlight them. This makes it
easier to find the place in the raw HTML code:

Comrmon] Cagoa] Tos | Rabies] Frames] Fomee ] Tempiaies| Enereses] Wiee] Feod] Soter] Fopiee
aEodEH RS 2E=0R 908

¥ Code ]upec!o},l

My New Website!

8] The following text consists of a mock Latin which has been based
iupon the average frequency of characters and word lengths of the

iEnglish language in order to reproduce 4 reasonably accurate overall
ivisual mprassion, Lorem ipsum dolor it amet, consectetur adipscing

wWhere you are gﬂll’lgfﬁ’ sed diam nonnumy emsmod teampor incidunt ut lsbore et dolore
i F,gna aliguam erat volepat.

put your blog scroll&
EE-. harumd dereud facilis gst er expedit distinct. Nam liber & tempor
rcum soluta nobis eligend optio comgue nital quod & impedit arm id
iquod maxim placeat facer possim omnis as voluptas assumenda est,
iomnis dolor repellend, Temporem autem quinsud et aur office debit
taut tum rerum necesit atib saepe eveniet ut er repudiand sint et
imolestia non este recusand, 3 8 The following text consists of &
imock Latin which has been based upon the average frequency of
icharacters and word lengths of the Enghish language in order ko

acrallen-dema- page-Lhim

bodg (table < iy [Tatese . [ 31150

Erema [Rinoe =1 i [Csbarck Fomnt =1 smlrene <11 mlrl ==l

Now go into the raw HTML code, find your highlighted characters, delete
them, and paste in the one line of code you copied from Scroller Control:

:;Enr[LMmT1anm]'r_I | Chiwites| Btedi | Herd g |
B LB NGO EE S0 QA8

e Dl Besgrelon

gpr<font Jolze="EFTFFO0T miza=757 face=*Cmorg:ioy, r=n N=v Acapar, Times, Seci-">ostrari
14 wpelnkp s e
L o At/ £l
14 :
A e
£d WidEh="RE0T valigE=Too" Doeolor="AFFFFET"

+AZTART BrET Wkl (g S e Lopgeasiack oliag, conserod desvod oul b fo s phpfel ad-4% Iaognange
20 cd
§ Ingrulon = HPEFTTE "oaps ode pasted in

2z ciont FLTa=PZR feces"Vardena, Arial, Balvetica, Sand-serlifs

i Th= follaviny vexe esanises of & week Lavis whisk koo kesn baozd uapes was
25 sversgs freguency of chaszecrer: and vord lepdths of the English langiecs
2k in ordsr oo cepoiodice 8 Ceascnebly accurate ovelall wisuxl lopoessios.
Iarem ip=in A lar &29F AameF, crassctetor &d peeding =iF, =i diam annsirmg
28 =iusmod tEmpIE InCLCUAt 4E labore &b Oolore magna SliquAamn essb Volupat.d/Eorte<f -
ap sprofont sizestlF face="Tardsns, itrisl, He.vetios, ssos-sszif®sBt hmoumd decead Smeil:
i cum =olatm robis eligeEac opbio congus nmakil guod & imp=di: meam id cwod

moyin pleczct foccr possim cmnia ©f wolupbos ozourcndo cot; smnis delor ,J

ser-pemc-sage-mm - |
i ke 13 iAe | [eitear

(=01 R “wong barvwr 1marde whi agace LS sy,
I a5 bl et o P G b 4 P (s §
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Now, when you've saved and uploaded your page, you’ll see your new
blog scroller in place:

MARKETING SPARKS BLOG The following text consests of a mock Latin which has bean
based upon tha average frequency of characters and word
lengths of the English language in order to reproduce a
reasonably accurate overall visual impression. Loram psum dolor
sit amet, consectetur adipscing elit, sed diam nonnumy ewusmod
tempor moidunt ut labora et dolore magna aliguam erat volupat.

B e e S

e all abowl maketing) Hewlefem, oaghts, praduc
pavisve . and some practical halg

& Peragpaliged Web Pages
ported anJune 12, 2005 022600 pm

Parpohalised disact mail hid bedh with uktof} Bt harumd derewd facilis est er expedit distinct, Nam liber a
tempor cum soluta nobis efigend optio comgue nihil quod a
impedit anim id quod maxim placeat facer possim ompis es
voluptas assumenda ast, omnis dolor repellend, Temporem autem
guinsud at aur office debit aut tum rerom fecesit atib saspa
eveniet ut er repudiand sint et molestia non aste recusand, Tha
following text consists of a mock Latin which has been based
upon the average frequency of characters and word langths of
the Enghsh language in order to reproduce a3 reasonably
accurate overall visual impression. Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet,
consactetur adipscing ahlit, sed diam nonnumy sisemod tempor
incidunt ut labare et dolare maana aliauam erat voluoat.

Conclusions

It really is not difficult! Here’s what we did:

Step 1: Get URL of blog feed: copy
Step 2: Convert Atom feed to RSS feed: paste, click, highlight, copy

Step 3: Convert RSS feed to Javascript: paste, answer a few questions,
click, highlight, copy

Step 4: Get Scroller Control code: paste, click, highlight, copy

Step 5: Put Scroller Control code into web page: paste

If you haven’t done so already:
Watch the video here

And, to see more examples of how you can put professional news scrollers
on your web pages, have a look at:

http://www.scrollercontrol.co.uk

I hope that you’ve enjoyed this Special Report, that you've found it useful
and instructive, and that the video made everything more meaningful for
you.

If you have any questions, then please email me:

Ian.Traynor@ScrollerControl.co.uk
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